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CONFESSIONAL DOCUMENTS AS OF MARCH, 2024 
 
CREC CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT ON SEX, GENDER, AND MARRIAGE 
 
1. We confess that the church is subject to Christ, who is Lord over all. While church members 
ought to obey civil rulers in temporal things, provided they are not required by those 
authorities to sin (Mk. 12:13-17; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pt. 2:13-17), the church has a divine right 
to embody her beliefs in her practices and to carry out the mission Christ has entrusted to her 
without interference or hindrance. The church as an institution shall remain free from state 
control in faith, doctrine, and practice, and her members should not be forced to act contrary 
to their consciences, as informed by the Word of God. With these truths in view, we declare 
the church’s right to reject any attempts on the part of the state to impose on her institutionally 
or her members individually unbiblical, unnatural definitions of marriage or sexuality. 
 
2. God created man male and female in the beginning for this very reason, that they might be 
joined together in the covenant of marriage as one flesh (Mark 10:5ff). Marriage as a covenant 
bond between a man and a woman is an institution founded not in cultural convention or 
convenience, but in God’s act of creation (Gen. 2:23-24).  
 
3. We resist and reject all attempts to redefine marriage to include same-sex partnerships. 
Certainly, we desire to serve and love persons with homosexual desires or who engage in 
homosexual practices. We know we are fellow image bearers and fellow sinners along with them, 
and we long to show them the compassion of Christ. But we cannot endorse the fulfillment of 
their desires under any circumstances. Rather, we call on persons with such desires to join us in 
trusting the Lord Jesus to forgive our sin through his shed blood and transform us by his healing 
grace.  
 
4. We claim the right for our churches and church members (whatever their particular vocation) 
to refuse to host, officiate, or in any way support same-sex “marriage” ceremonies, not out of 
animus, but out of love for God, neighbor, and truth. Likewise, we refuse to host, officiate, or 
support other ceremonies that violate biblical teaching on marriage. 
 
5. We reject transgenderism as a perversion of God’s good creational order. There are only two 
sexes, male and female (Gen. 1:26-28). Sex is not fluid, it is binary. We reject the notion that 
gender is determined by one’s feelings, or is detachable from biological and bodily givens. God 
forms each person genetically as a distinct male or female from the moment of conception. As 
God is the Creator, and makes each of us either male or female, we cannot unmake and remake 
ourselves into the opposite sex. Sex is an immutable feature of our identity as creatures; thus, it 
is impossible for anyone to change his or her sex.  
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6. Gender dysphoria should not be used to create a protected class of persons, in which one’s 
feelings override the facts of biology, or in which the rights, dignity, and privacy of transgender 
persons override the rights, dignity, and privacy of others. Thus, we claim for our churches and 
church members (in whatever vocation they serve) the right to reject compliance with any public 
policies or laws that would require us to deny binary sexes, or to accept claims of gender identity 
that are contrary to one’s God-assigned biology. We reject the legal redefinitions of sex and 
gender that divorce either of these realities from God-given biology. We claim the right to speak 
to people according to their God-given sex, rather than reinforcing gender dysphoric confusions 
by using alternative pronouns. We claim the right to restrict access to intimate facilities (e.g., 
bathrooms, nursing areas, shelters, etc.), to sex-specific events, etc., strictly according to God-
given biological realities. In the case of someone who has already transitioned to the appearance 
of the opposite sex, the session of the local congregation will determine the wisest and most 
compassionate course of action. 
 
7. All sexual sins can be forgiven through the shed blood of Christ, including the practice of 
sodomy and transgenderism. But forgiveness can never be separated from confession and 
repentance; forgiveness can never be separated from denying oneself and taking up the cross 
daily; forgiveness can never be separated from fighting against sin and pursuing holiness in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
  


